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Dear Ms McAlpine, 
  
I have asked NRS why "question 23 in the final draft census questionnaire appears to 
still combine 'Other British' as an ethnic group". My contention is that this is a flawed 
question, not least given that 'Other British' is arguably, for many people, not an ethnic 
group. Neither will the resulting 'Other British' data from a census containing such a 
question necessarily be of much use to researchers or interested parties such as 
myself, whereas I do think that 'national' level ethnic data would be far more helpful. 
'Other British' is historically the biggest 'single' ethnic(?) migrant group to Scotland and 
it should seem reasonable as well as practical to break this data down further into at 
least its national identity component parts (i.e. England, N. Ireland, and Wales). 
  
However, thus far NRS seems unwilling to change their preferred question on 'Other 
British' ethnicity. Yet an improved question and hence data derived from it at the ethnic 
national levels would also seem of increasing relevance given the need to respect the 
devolved nation reality of the UK as well as possible future constitutional changes 
across the UK. 
  
I would appreciate if you and the committee you convene might consider whether this 
census question could therefore be changed by NRS to include respect for individual 
UK national ethnic groups (i.e. England, N. Ireland, Wales) in question 23 rather than 
simply lump everyone as 'Other British'; in my opinion this would more fully respect 
the individual nations and peoples of the UK, and the devolved reality, reflect the 
possibility of further constitutional change, and not least to correct any 
misapprehension concerning 'Other British' ethnicity. This would also assist those 
researchers such as myself who are interested in and studying population movements 
to/from Scotland, including movements within and between the four nations 
comprising the UK. 
  
Yours, 
 
Dr Alf Baird 
 


